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A LIFE TO BE  FLOWER LADIES  
Nieces 
Cousins 
Friends 

PALLBEARERS 

168th Military Police Battalion 
(others to follow) 

Keith Weir 
 Muizz Reynolds 
Gromyko Weir 

Paul Weir 
James Weir 

Terry Reynolds 
Quin Douglas 

Darrin Douglas, Jr. 

HONORARY  

FLOWER LADIES

Tanisha Morgan 
Mia Crudup 
Dakita Bass 

Dalydia Cason-Clemons 
Tamara Griffin 
Rita Jackson 

HONORARY 

PALLBEARERS 

Bobby Martin 
Bobby Apple 

Bobby Douglas 

The family of Thomas A. Palmer wishes to thank everyone for all the calls, 

texts, visits, food and all acts of kindness shown during this difficult time. 

Special recognition to Dr. Ancell and the Chemo Department at the Vet-

erans Administration, Dr. Attia at the Cancer Center and Vanderbilt    

University Medical Center, Nashville, TN. Special thanks also to anyone 

that was touched in anyway by the life of Thomas A. Palmer. 

                                                                                                    -The Family 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 



Deacon Thomas A. Palmer was born 

May 11, 1959 to Mr. Charles and Mrs. 

Callie Mai Pennington Palmer, who pre-

ceded him in death. Deacon Palmer 

made his transition on Sunday, April 1, 

2018 at Vanderbilt University Medical 

Center in Nashville, Tennessee. He gave 

his life to God at an early age and later 

joined The Church of Jesus Christ under 

the leadership of Pastor Eric Douglas 

and Bishop Fred Matthews, III. In May 

of 2016 he became a deacon at the 

church which he loved so dearly. He 

attended and graduated from Lebanon 

High School where he played football, 

basketball and ran track. In 1979 he en-

listed in the United Stated Army and 

National Guard and served a total of 25 

years. On December 24, 1979, he mar-

ried the love of his life, Sheila Yvonne 

Martin Palmer. He was employed at 

Nissan from 1991 until 2013. He then 

decided to retire to focus on his health 

and to enjoy what he enjoyed the most.  

Thomas loved sports and was a die-hard 

Dallas Cowboy fan. He spent his days 

fishing, hunting and walking around 

Walmart. He never met a stranger and 

spoke to everyone in his special military 

army commands. Although his health 

was failing, he still managed to live life 

to the fullest, and with a positive atti-

tude. He loved the duties of serving as a 

deacon and driving the church van pick-

ing up the children for Dream Academy 

and working in the kitchen. 

He leaves to mourn a very devoted wife, 

Sheila Palmer; four children: Audrea 

Palmer who preceded him in death, She-

na (Quinton) Love of Nashville, TN, 

DeNirio Palmer and Tamera Palmer 

both of Lebanon, TN; four grandchil-

dren: Ashley, Ashton and Ayden Love 

of Nashville, TN, Jayden Palmer of Leb-

anon, TN; four brothers: Lee Palmer 

(deceased), Anthony Palmer, Charles 

(Waweeci) Palmer and Wendell Palmer; 

two sisters: Mary Harris and Waulinda 

Palmer both of Lebanon, TN. Extended 

siblings from 1004 and 1005: Ronnie 

(Phyllis) McCarver of Lebanon, TN, 

Bernadette Martin (deceased), Annette 

(Larry) Franklin of Gallatin, TN and 

Deborah (Lenton) Stewart of Mt. Juliet,  

DEACON THOMAS A. PALMER 
MAY 11, 1959 - APRIL 1, 2018 

You went away so suddenly, 

We did not say goodbye; 

But brother can never be parted 

Precious memories never die. 

 

Lovingly submitted from the remaining siblings, 

Anthony, Charles, Mary, Waulinda and Wendell 
 

A Tribute from the Siblings 



TN; mother-in-law, Lula B. Martin of 

Lebanon, TN; father-in-law, Elmer Nel-

son Crenshaw (deceased); grandmother-

in-law, Rebecca Overall; brothers-in-

law: James Crenshaw (deceased) and 

Jermaine Crenshaw (deceased), Jona-

than (Vanessa) White of Bluffton, SC 

and Quinton (LaLisa) Fields of Detroit, 

MI; sisters-in-law: Thomessa Saddler of 

Mt. Juliet, TN, Sharon Crenshaw of At-

lanta, GA, Sharon Crenshaw of Detroit, 

MI and Desiree Starks of Lebanon, TN; 

aunts: Annie Weir, Linda Seay, Peggy 

Weir, Joyce Weir, Callie Rhodes, Eddie 

Waters, Beulah (Bobby) Apple and  

Margaret (Robert) Rice all of Lebanon, 

TN; Lois Weir, Doris Anne Frierson, 

Hester Pauline Robertson, Clara Ann 

Burns, Jessie Mai Ferrell, Louise Smith, 

Pauline Pennington, Annie Burns and 

Betty Weir all deceased; uncles: An-

drew Burns, Bobby (Claudine) Martin, 

William Weir, Raymond Weir, Bobby J. 

Palmer, Kenneth Smith. A large host of 

nieces, nephews, cousins, relatives and 

friends. Devoted friends: Bobby Apple, 

Bobby Douglas, David Herron, Bobby 

Martin, Terry Reynolds, James Weir, 

Russell Wharton, Kevin Whitley, Orlan-

do Starks, Marquise Douglas, Stacy and 

Debbie Wooten, Sharon Failor, Sally 

Clark, Deborah Abston, Judy Auston, 

Clark Harris, Kenny Burns (deceased) 

Marion and Connie Drennon, Sam and 

Shawn Benford, Pastor and Sister 

Hunter, Randy and Annette Stafford, 

Pastor and First Lady Gordon, Minister 

Tara and Chris Harris, Chavez Jobe and 

the entire COJC Church Family; Special 

friends of the 168th Military Police Bat-

talion, David Chambers, Earl Hanner, 

Hank Laster, Stacy Harold, the Jackson 

Family, Keeley Family and East Sunset 

Drive Family; godchildren: Tanisha 

Morgan,  Darrin Douglas, Taira Mark-

ham, Monica (Calvin) Meacham; four-

legged daughter, Sasha Palmer and 

grand-puppies: Alaska and Grace.  

A Tribute of Love from Your Niece 

                       Uncle 
 
I remember when I was small, and you were kind and strong, 

You really haven’t changed a bit, as life has moved along. 

I knew that you were thoughtful, and today you are the same, 

You’re always helping others, and that has never changed. 

 

You’ve always been right there for us, in good times and bad, 

You laughed with us in happy times and cried with us in sad. 

You are a special uncle as special as can be, 

More than that- -you’ve been a friend, a cherished friend to me.. 
 

                   Deleisha Palmer 

Don’t think of him as gone away, his journey’s just begun. Life holds so 

many facets, this earth is only one. Just think of him as resting from the 

sorrows and the fears, in a place of warmth and comfort where there are 

no days and years. Think how he must be wishing that we could know to-

day, how nothing but our sadness can really pass away. And think of him 

as living in the hearts of those he touched, for nothing loved is ever lost and 

he was loved so much. 

Love always, Callia your “Chump” 

A MESSAGE FROM CALLIA...YOUR “CHUMP” 



ORDER OF CELEBRATION 

                                Officiating:  Pastor Larry Hunter 

 

 

 

 

Praise and Worship 

Scripture………….…………….…Old Testament…………………..……....COJC Deacon 

Scripture………….…………….…New Testament……………….………....COJC Deacon 

Prayer…………………………………………………...……………………………..COJC Deacon  

Solo………………………………..…...………….…….………………....…………Alexis Readus 

Acknowledgements & Resolutions………………...….Evangelist Tamala Gordon 

Obituary………………………...……(Read Silently)………..…………..……..Soft Music 

Solo……………………………………………………………………...Pastor Andray Clemons 

Selection……………………………………………………………….….Mighty Men of Valor 

Special Remarks/Words of Comfort………….……...….....Pastor Walter Gordon 

                                                                                    Minister Quinton Love 

Selection(2)…………...……………………….……….……..COJC Brotherhood Chorale 

Eulogy………………………..………...…………………...……..…..Bishop Fred Matthews 

Memorial Observation………………………………………………...…..…….Family Only 

Recessional………………...…………........Ministers, Flower Bearers, Pallbearers,  

                                                             Neuble Monument Staff, The Family 

 

 

 

 

FINAL RESTING PLACE 
CEDAR GROVE CEMETERY 

609 South Maple Street 

Lebanon, TN 

 

 

 

 

Repast at Pickett Rucker UMC 

 LOVING TRIBUTES TO “OUR GRANDADDY” 
It's breaking my heart not seeing you 
around. I'm missing you grandaddy. 
We slept together, napped together, 
laughed together, played together 
and even cried together. Breakfast 
was awesome, we had oatmeal every 
morning and you would sometimes 
give me a sip of coffee and that 
made my day and made me feel like a 
big boy to have coffee with you. 

Grandaddy, I love you and will miss 
you every waking moment because 
everyday was spent with you!  Rest 
easy grandaddy! I'm gonna be cool 
just for you. 

                         Love Jayden 

 
Grandaddy, you were great to everyone you 
made people’s day-even mine! You’re in a bet-
ter place now and that’s all that matters. We 
Will Always Love You!  
Ayden 
 
 
 

AS HTO N  ·   AY D E N  ·   A S HL EY  



Precious in the sight of the 

Lord is the death of His 

saints. 

-Psalm 116:15 

A LOVING TRIBUTE TO MY GUY... 

My guy, my guy words just 

aren't enough to express the 

emptiness that I feel within. For 

years I've tried to be the man 

that you've taught me to be. 

Even now I'm trying to be 

strong for momma and be the 

man of the family outside of 

your presence like you taught 

me to be, but daddy it is so 

hard... We knew that one day 

we would have to face this, but 

we never wanted it too come so 

soon, but the Victory of it all is 

that you knew God before your 

transition and in your transi-

tion made it even greater. The 

seconds, the minutes, the hours, 

the days, the months and the 

years of not being able to phys-

ically touch you and hear your 

voice much harder. But I know 

that you’re in a better place. 

Rest on my Guy and I will see 

you in the morning. 

Always and Forever, 

DENIRIO (aka) Your Papa Joe 

LOVE ALWAYS, YOUR DAUGHTER TAMERA 

Love always, your daughter 

Tamera 

                                       Daddy,  

As I sit down to sum up my thoughts, I’ll be honest the 

last few days have been hard to breathe. You are my 

absolute favorite person in the world. My Father. My 

Friend. We had a bond like no other - A daddy's girl; 

forever your Lucy. You taught me so many things; I'll 

cherish every memory, and hold tight to every thought.  

Resurrection Sunday will never be the same; now I 

have another amazing reason to adore and celebrate 

the day. The day that Jesus rose for our sake, The day 

he defeated the grave, the day that he gave you rest 

and called you to spend eternity with him. I can't think 

of a more beautiful day to Go to rest in the arms of the 

Lord! That Sir gives me an overwhelming sense of 

peace & there is a sweet constant whisper in my ear 

saying...It Is Well, It is well!  

I Love You With My Whole Heart-Shena 

I LOVE YOU WITH MY WHOLE HEART- SHENA 



God grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot 
change, the courage to change the things we can, and the wis-

dom to know the difference. 

Although it was all taken away and gone in a day, just 

that fast my whole life changed...I will forever cherish 

the kind of love that we shared as one! It’s gonna be 

hard living and trying to breathe without you, but I do 

understand that you had grown tired and God had de-

cided to call you home on the day he rose. God knew 

that he was getting a good soldier, so he took you home 

to rest. You were an example to be glorified cause you 

were the best of what it meant to do your duties and 

not complain. You were a true soldier! Because of that, I 

will find my strength to move forward and I am gonna 

be alright and you my dear sweet husband will be forev-

er in my heart and will always be the love of my life. So 

take your rest now, your family is alright and I will see 

you in the morning. 

Final Roll Call: SSGT Thomas Palmer 

Some won’t remember your contributions, whether in 

the United States Army or in God’s Army, but you have 

taught your brothers and sisters in arms how to grieve 

and continue to move forward from this day forth. For 

this, I will forever love and salute you SSGT THOMAS A. 

PALMER. 
 

Always and forever, 

Your loving wife Sheila 

 1974-2018 

“Every love story is wonderful, but ours is my favorite.” 

A TRIBUTE FROM YOURFOREVER  LOVING WIFE 

April 1, 2018 was the 

most devastating day of 

my life, I lost a big piece 

of my heart the day that 

I lost you, my high school 

sweetheart. Forty three 

years was just not 

enough time to do and 

share all that we had 

planned. All the love all 

the laughter and the 

special moments that we 

shared are now just 

memories that will remain in my heart forever, but the 

rest of our lives are one we will be no more on this earth. 

Forever is all I ever wanted with you, my first love, my 

husband, a loving father, and my friend is all that I’ve 

ever needed but God saw different...it was His will and 

not mine. You always put our wants and needs above 

your own desires, for that I thank you for loving me and 

our children in a way that some never understood or 

never expected, but it didn’t matter because we knew 

what we had. You were an exceptional husband and fa-

ther who always put family before anything regardless of 

what you were going through.  


