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FINAL ARRANGEMENTS ENTRUSTED TO: 

Thank you to our family and friends for the love you’ve shown to our 

father William and to us. We appreciate you and know that because 

of our father's love for you, you love us, and we love you too. Thank 

you for your love, prayers and kind gestures toward us during our time 

of bereavement. May the Grace and Peace of God be with you.  

  

                                               - The Coakley Family- 
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IN  LOVING 
of Memory 

   William 
        Jonas 
           Coakley 



W 
illiam Jonas Coakley, Sr., also known as “Son” or “Coak”, was born on Septem-

ber 27, 1942 to Blanche Coakley in a town called Mayesville of Sumter County, 

SC. William lived in Mayesville with his mother, and grandparents until about the 

third grade. He soon moved to Brooklyn, NY to live with his Aunt Lucille and his 

cousins. He said Aunt Lucille was and became his mother and came to know New York like 

the back of his hand…thanks to her. 
  

After some time, William went back to South Carolina and attended Eastern High School. 

While in high school he realized that he loved football and was good at it-- could’ve been a 

professional football player. During his junior year he was a running back but that ended 

when he became injured. He graduated from Eastern in 1962. Soon after graduating, William 

was drafted and served in the United States Army as a paratrooper and fought in the Vi-

etnam War. William eventually made his way back to New York and married his high school 

sweetheart, Georgiana and they had a beautiful daughter, Veronica Yvette. 
  

He left New York around 1970 or so and joined Joe Tex on the road. He got as far as Califor-

nia where he met Bobby and Vicky Byrd. The Byrds became his family and the godparents to 

his children. Later down the road William met Louis Johnson and while in Nashville met Rob-

ert “Shay” Collins. They became his brothers, and their families became extended family for 

his children as well. 
  

William lived in Nashville for the remainder of his years. While living in Nashville he met his 

second wife, Linda and had three beautiful children: William Jr., Aretha Nicole and King Ja-

son. He was a family-oriented man and introducing his children to his friends who were more 

like his family meant a lot to him. He did everything he could to take care of them. He worked 

several jobs, but the one he enjoyed the most was being a truck driver. William drove a semi- 

truck for many years and because he was away a lot, he would sometimes take his children 

on the road with him creating memories they could keep forever. 
  

Our beloved Father loved spending time with his family and friends. Before the COVID-19 

pandemic, he thoroughly enjoyed movie outings on Sundays with his children and grandchil-

dren. He especially loved being able to be there for his grandchildren. He enjoyed sports 

especially, football, he was an avid Tennessee Titans fan, and he loved basketball, Lebron 

and Kobe were his favorite players. He also loved music and singing, traveling, eating good, 

having a good time and living with no regrets. Nothing could keep William down, even after 

many health challenges, he was still on the go, living his best life. William lived with his devot-

ed sister, Diane Coakley who cared for him until his passing. His love for his family and friends 

was genuine, and he will truly be missed. William Jonas Coakley, Sr. transitioned while living in 

Nashville, TN at the Tristar Southern Hills hospital on December 18, 2020. 
  

He leaves to cherish his loving memories his wife, Linda Coakley; his children: Veronica, Wil-

liam, Jr., Aretha Nicole and King Jason; his grandchildren: Terrell, William III, Donavan, Trinity and 

Raleigh; his great-grandchild, Luna; his devoted sister, Diane Coakley and sister, Thelma (Robert) 

Johnson; his cousin whom he called “brother”, James McDonald; his extended families: the An-

derson- Byrd Family, Robert and Gwen Collins and the Hendrix Family and the Johnson Family; his 

Nashville god-son, Garrett (Patsy) Walker and a host of cousins and dear friends.  
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