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The cares of the world concern me no longer. I have completed this life. 

My work is done, the children of my heart are grown. My family is 

well on their journey and happy and healthy in their pursuits. 

I have loved much and well. To those I leave behind, I hope 

I will remain in their hearts, as they will in mine. 

 

Thank you for taking such good care of me. And all of you, 

who have been my friends, thank you for teaching me about life 

and about love. I now go in peace  

and may blessings be upon each of you. 

THE CARES OF THIS WORLD 

“ ” 

 

Mary G. McKinley 
July 8, 1926  -  November 8, 2020 

July 8,  1926 -  November 8, 2020 
Mary G. McKinley  



LETTING GRANNY GO  

The angels gathered near your side, So very close to you, 

For they knew the pain and suffering, That you were going through. 

We thought about so many things, As we held tightly to your hand, 

Oh how we wished that you were strong, And happy once again. 

But your eyes were looking homeward, To that place beyond the sky, 

Where Jesus held His outstretched arms...It was time to say goodbye. 

Jesus knew the answer and we knew you loved Him so, 

So we gave to you life’s greatest gift, the gift of 

“Letting  Go”. 
  

LETTING GO but forever loving your legacy, 

Your grandchildren 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
I Refuse  

PALLBEARERS 

Grandsons Granddaughters 

FLOWERGIRLS 

The family of Mary G. McKinley (Mom May) graciously thanks everyone for all of 

the sincere prayers, thoughts, visits, texts, emails, cards, food, acknowledgements, 

and any act of kindness that have been shown towards us during this time. May 

God richly bless you! 

 

-The Family 

 

INTERMENT   
Rockvale Cemetery ·  Cages Bend Road ·  Riddleton, TN 

I refuse to be discouraged, to be sad, or to cry; 

I refuse to be downhearted, and here's the reason why: 

I have a God who's mighty, who's sovereign and supreme; 

I have a God who loves me, and I am on His team. 

 

He is all-wise and powerful. Jesus is His name; 

Though everything is changeable, my God remains the same. 

My God knows all that's happening; beginning to the end; 

His presence is my comfort; He is my dearest Friend. 

 

When sickness comes to weaken me, to bring my head down low, 

I call upon my mighty God; into His arms I go. 

When circumstances threaten to rob me of my peace; 

He draws me close unto His breast, where all my strivings cease. 

 

When my heart melts within me, and weakness takes control; 

He gathers me into His arms, He soothes my heart and soul. 

The great "I AM" is with me. My life is in His hand; 

The "Son of the Lord" is my hope, it's in His strength I stand. 

 

I refuse to be defeated, my eyes are on my God; 

He has promised to be with me, as through this life I trod. 

I'm looking past all my circumstances, to Heaven's throne above; 

My prayers have reached the heart of God, I'm resting in His love. 

 

I give God thanks in everything. My eyes are on His face; 

The battle's His, the victory mine; He'll help me win the race. 

 

The Family 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 



 LOVING MEMORIES with 

“Mom May” 

Processional 

Selection 

Scripture…………………………...…Old and New Testament……………………….….…....Ministry 

Prayer …………………………………………….………………...………………………………...……..Ministry 

Selection………………………………………………………………………..”Oh Mary Don’t You Weep” 

Reflections and Words of Comfort.……………….……………..Pastor Robert L. Spickard, Sr. 
 

Selection……………………………………………………………………….Deacon James L. Neuble, Jr. 
                                                                                 

Eulogy...……………………………………………………...……………….Pastor Christopher Wimberly 

                                                                                  Hunter Hill M. B. Church, Atlanta, GA  

Benediction 
 
Recessional………………………………………..………....Ministers, Flower Ladies, Pallbearers,  

                                                                                  Neuble Monument Staff, The Family 

Pastor Tony Clemmons, Officiant 

ORDER OF CELEBRATION  

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor  crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the  former things are passed away.  

              -Revelation 21:4 



Mary G. McKinley-also known as “Mom May” to her grand, 

great and great-great grandchildren and “Mama Mary” 

to family, friends, loved ones and the entire communi-

ty...was born on July 8, 1926 to the late Dock and Coonie 

Gooch and was raised in Riddleton, TN. Loving and want-

ing to serve the Lord at an early age, she professed her life 

to Christ where she became an active member at Lily Hill 

Baptist Church in Riddleton, TN where she worked and 

served on the usher board for countless numbers of years. 
 
The “Queen” our glue and rock and most wonderful and 

beautiful blessing of our family of 94 years young, passed 

away in the comfort of her own home with family by her 

side to go to her heavenly home on Sunday, November 8, 

2020. Our Heavenly Father released her spirit to go sing 

and dance and embrace her dear loving baby girl Shelia 

and two loving sons: Guy, Jr. and Ricky and two grand-

sons: Asheal and C.J. They are all together rejoicing and 

praising God’s name. 
 

To know our mother was to love and most definitely eat with our mother. Her love and deep pas-

sion for cooking and baking not only brought joy and pleasure to those who ate and enjoyed her 

cooking, but the smile and peace of such delight filled our mothers heart and spirit that no words 

will ever be able to describe. Her comfort and solace where she prayed and walked and talked 

with God was in her kitchen. Everyone knew when they had eaten at the warm loving house of 

“Mom May’s” and you had been delighted and served a slice of her delectable signature choco-

late pie or a delicious bowl of homemade banana pudding along with a side of her unforgettable 

macaroni and cheese served by “Mom May” herself which she served and prepared with lots of 

love and kindness, warmth, unselfishness and gratitude—your soul was filled and touched and that 

particular moment was forever etched and carried in your heart and memory forever because 

you had tasted and experienced the God our mother praised and served through her cooking 

and your life was touched with “Mom May to never be forgotten. She touched hundreds if not thou-

sands of lives through her cooking from a talent the good Lord— our blessed Savior blessed her with. 

 

MARY G. MCKINLEY 

REFLECTING ON THE LIFE OF 

July 8, 1926 -  November 8, 2020 

“Mom May” & “Mama Mary” 

“Mom May” was preceded in death by both her parents, two brothers: Lum and Floyd 

Gooch; four sisters: Maude Carr, Betty Carol Bibb, Dilce and Babe Gooch. 
 
Mother leaves to cherish her memory, five daughters: Peggy Seay of Riddleton, TN, Mary Lee 

(Joseph) Wright of Lebanon, TN, Audrey (Eugene) Sparkman of Nashville, TN, Alice Simpson of 

Sparta, TN and Billie McKinley and a close and devoted son-in-law, Barry Armstrong of 

Cookville, TN; nine grandsons: Patrick McKinley of Nashville, TN, Quinn Seay of Gainesville, 

GA, Quince Seay of Riddleton, TN, Terry Seay of Carthage, TN, Twan Simpson of Cookeville, 

TN, Shane Simpson of Memphis, TN, Laquentin McKinley of Gallatin, TN, Revis Sparkman of 

Nashville, TN and Marcus Sparkman of Hendersonville, TN; one very devoted grandson, 

Qunice Henry Seay; five granddaughters: Priscilla Talley, Ashley Bynum of Lebanon, TN, Dwa-

na McKinley & Sharon Hughes-Barnes of Nashville, TN, Sunday Armstrong of Cookeville, TN, 

and a host of great and great-great grandsons and granddaughters. 


