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CELEBRATE MY LIFE 
 

Weep not for me though I have gone 
Into that gentle night, 

Grieve if you will, but not for long 
Upon my soul’s sweet flight. 

I am at peace, my soul’s at rest 
There is no need for tears, 

For with your love I was so blessed 
For all those many years. 

There is no pain, I suffer not 
The fear is now all gone; 

Put now these things out of your thoughts 
In your memory I live on. 

Remember not my fight for breath, 
Remember not the strife, 

Please do not dwell upon my death, 
But CELEBRATE MY LIFE. 
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OBITUARY 

Alice Betsy began her journey September 

26, 1932 in Savannah, Georgia, one of 

nine siblings born to the late Lawrence 

and Epsie Griffin. She completed her jour-

ney on Monday, November 19, 2018, in   

Smyrna, Tennessee. 

When she was 12 years old, the Griffin 

family moved to Petersburg, Virginia, 

where she grew up, and after graduating 

from Peabody High School, she met and 

married her late husband Melvin McClain-

Walker. They relocated to Long Island, NY 

where they raised four children.  

She enjoyed taking care of people. She 

attended LPN school while working at Pil-

grim State Psychiatric Hospital, where she continued to work for 10 years. 

Her love for taking care of people was so that she opened up her home to 

foster children and adults in need. 

In 1974, she moved to Knoxville, TN. In 1976 she met and married her sec-

ond husband, Raymond Woodfin, (deceased) remaining in Knoxville she con-

tinued her passion for caring for others, until 1999 before returning to Pe-

tersburg VA, where she lived until relocating to Smyrna, TN  about 1 year ago. 

Alice is preceded in death by her daughter, Melvina P. Walker-Terry; grandson, 

Christopher E. Walker; sisters: Lula Griffin, Aretha Michaels, and Willie (Willa) 

Mae Griffin; and brothers: Raleigh Griffin, Rubon Griffin and James Griffin. 

Survivors to cherish her memories are her sister, Delphine Taylor 

(Washington, DC) and brother, Lee Griffin (Petersburg, VA); children: 

Shaundra Gordon (Edward), Christopher L. Walker, Glynis G. Bowie (Thomas), 

and Nikos Burgess (foster son), nine grandchildren and eighteen great-

grandchildren, a host of nieces and nephews, cousins and friends. 

ALICE BETSY WOODFIN 

1 Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe in Me as well.  
2 In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I am going there to  prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and        

prepare a place for you, I will come back and welcome you into My presence, 

so that you also may be where I am.…        John 14:1-3 
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If roses grow in heaven, Lord please pick a bunch for me, 

Place them in my Mother’s arms and tell her they’re from me. 

Please tell her that I love her, and when she turns to smile, 

place a kiss upon her cheek and hold her for a while. 

Remembering her will be easy, I will do it every day, 

but there’s an ache within my heart that will never go away. 
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